
SHOULD I UPGRADE TO

MACREX VERSION 8?



MACREX VERSION 8

MACREX version 8 has so many new features that it is 

impossible to demonstrate them all in a single PPT file. Think 

of this powerpoint slide show simply as a taster: there is a 

multitude of new features and enhancements in v8. Do not be 

put off by the fact that the Main Menu looks different from the 

version 7 menu; you can still press the keys you are familiar 

with: Inspect (I - with F4 to add entries on the Inspect screen), 

Add only (A), Options (O), Sort (S), Merge (M), outPut (P) and 

Utilities (U). The majority of the new features can be found 

described in the help files (type ?) in the General Options 

menu 2, but there are new features in most parts of the 

program.



Startup screen



Main Menu



Main Menu dropdown menus



Add/edit screen dropdown menus
Version 7 and earlier

• No dropdown Menus

Version 8

• Drop-down menus 

make it easy to find 

options

• Can be controlled with 

mouse or keystrokes

• Major version 7 

keystrokes retained

• Menu navigation can 

be recorded in macros

– Or – Instant help



Documentation

Version 7 and earlier

• Comprehensive, extensively 

indexed hard copy manual (can 

also be used with v8)

Version 8

• Online interactive context-
sensitive help files based on 
material in previous 
manuals, with additional 
extensive description of 
new features

• available by typing Ctrl-Alt-
F10 at any menu (? from 
most menus)

• help files include PDFs of 
previous manuals with their 
indexes

• PDFs of help files available 
for searching

• Index is being created

• Click here

../../mx8temp/help/authority_menu_help.htm


Opening an index (1)

Version 8

• From MBK, Windows 

Explorer, icon, Windows 

Explorer, Command prompt

Version 7 and earlier

• Icon or Command prompt

7 Opening an index: Icon or Command prompt\ 8 From MBK, Windows Explorer

icon, Windows Explorer, Command prompt



Opening an index (2)



Copying …

Version 8

• Copy and paste of entries 

from other indexes or other 

applications enhanced – no 

extra Ctrl-Cs needed

• accented characters carried 

over from other applications 

into the MACREX file

Version 7 and earlier

• Copy and paste possible, 

although sometimes had to 

press Ctrl-C twice!



… and pasting



File selector screen

Version 8

• Sorting by date/time, file 

size/number of entries, 

alpha, both ascending and 

descending

• change drive

• create new folder

Version 7 and earlier

• Possible to capture files from 

other folders and to select files 

using * wildcard



Reusing existing entries

Version 7 and earlier
• Separate “Headingsnt” utility 

makes it possible to use 

headings and whole entries 

from previous indexes) 

(useful for v8 too)

Version 8
• Auto-complete / thesaurus / table 

of authorities 

– Hierarchical or non-
hierarchical auto-complete for 
each subheading level

– Use an existing table of 
authorities, or one derived 
from a previous index, to 
generate the auto-complete 
suggestions

– Thesaurus/controlled 
vocabulary 

– Auto-complete box can be 
moved around screen

– Possible to scroll all way up 
and down auto-complete box 



Table of Authorities – a step beyond auto-complete

Existing 

index 1

Generate Table 

of Authorities 

and save as a 

file

Load into 

another index 

to save re-

keying terms

Share with 

other indexers 

to ensure 

consistency

Hierarchical –

preserve 

headings and 

subordinate 

terms

Non-

hierarchical –

one big list

Existing 

index 2

Existing 

index 3

Send to publisher or 

author for advice on 

terminology



Adding entries

Version 8

• Additional keystroke (E) 

from Main Menu takes you 

directly to adding entries on 

edit screen

Version 7 and earlier

• Adding entries possible on 
both Add screen and (using 
F4) on Edit screen



Page number order files

Version 8

• Can go directly to page 

number order or to alpha 

listing 

• Shift-Alt-U, Alt-P (or Alt-A)

Version 7 and earlier

• Utilities menu to access both P –
page number order file and A – alpha 
listing



Accented and other characters

Version 8

• Alternative keystrokes for Num 

Lock (Ctrl-Shift-N) – used for 

commonly accented characters, 

and Scroll Lock for Greek 

characters (Ctrl-Shift-G)

• much wider range of characters 

appearing as such on screen

• Unicode support

• character map

Version 7 and earlier

• Commonly used accented 

characters appear as such on 

screen; others coded



Keywords (abbreviations)

Version 8

• Keywords can be created while in 

the middle of writing an entry 

(additional keystroke Ctrl-Shift-K) 

• no need to “set” them by going 

back to the Main Menu before use

• Options in Gen Options menu 2, 

where keywords can be added, 

edited and deleted

• a list of all keywords can be 

viewed and edited in browser

• no limit to number of keywords

Version 7 and earlier

• Keywords (default 100) can be 

created on the “Add screen” and 

on the “add, Inspect and edit” 

screens



Keyword list



Locators – error checking

Version 8

• As they are typed, locators 

can be checked to ensure 

that they are within the 

range of the text being 

indexed

Version 7 and earlier

• Check that all page ranges are 

viable within the “squashing” 

system used (7 onwards)



Change headings

Version 8

• if you change a heading 
which has more than one 
subheading you will be 
asked if you want to change 
all instances of this heading 
– to the same as the first

– whether you want to be asked 
about one at a time

– whether you want to change 
all the x-refs under that 
heading to the new heading

– The default is to Ask.

Version 7 and earlier

• global change of each heading or 

“manually” modify each heading if 

too long for global change



Macros

Version 8

• Additional built-in macros 

for bold, italic, small caps, 

super- and sub-scripts

• Special keystrokes for use 

in macros to ensure that 

they are not affected by 

changes to insert, case, 

wildcard etc

Version 7 and earlier

• Up to 40 recordable macros

• Macros for “soft” comma, en-

dash, “see” and “see also”.



Output

Version 8

• One-key printing to an RTF 
or TXT file, visible 
immediately in the word 
processor or text editor of 
choice at any stage during 
the compilation of the index

• don’t have to open word 
processor and *then* load 
files

• Standard layout files and 
default mwp file all provided

Version 7 and earlier

• Word-processor file made only 

from Output program

• File has to be located by the user



… and then



After pressing F from Main Menu



The index as an RTF in Word



Printing (wp) options

Version 8

• New “standard” RTF layout 

files to cover most 

eventualities

Version 7 and earlier

• Huge number of options, but 

necessity to locate the file once 

made; RTF format for user to 

modify



Keyboard options

Version 8

• keys unavailable for Macrex 

on some desktop keyboards 

as well as laptop keyboards

• modifications for Macs and 

keyboards without certain 

keys

Version 7 and earlier

• some alternatives, but keyboards 

of the day were on the whole 

consistent 



Block delete (1)

Version 8

• choose first and last entry to 
delete (not available for 
query file)

• process is instantaneous

• deleted entries can be 
moved to query file rather 
than being permanently 
deleted (optional) 

Version 7 and earlier

• Separate process: deleted and 

relocated queries removed at a 

stroke



Block delete (2)



Result of block delete (1)



Result of block delete (2)



Removal of queries (1)

Version 8

• deleted and relocated 

queries removed at a stroke

Version 7 and earlier

• Queries could be removed by 

saving file without queries and 

reloading



Removal of queries (2)



Removal of queries (3)



Find/Replace when in group mode

Version 8

• find/replace restricted to 

grouped entries

Version 7 and earlier

• all entries in index offered for 

global change, not just ones in 

group 



Miscellaneous

Version 8

• No intrusive numbers

• No scrambled screen

• No codepage error 

messages

• query as first entry so that 

function keys can work 

straight away

Version 7 and earlier

• intrusive number when copying

• scrambled screen

• codepage error messages

• function keys not working until go 

back to Main Menu

• etc.


